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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to an isolated 
DNA construct, comprising a mycobacteriuih secreted 
acid phosphatase promoter or promoter fragment 
which is inducible by low pH. This invention further 
relates to diagnostic methods and vaccines for 
treatment or prophylaxis of pathogenic mycobacterial 
disease or infection. This invention also provides 
for methods of screening for compounds capable of 
modulating the activity, production or secretion of a 
mycobacterium secreted acid phosphatase. 
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